850                                     THE TUDORS
were to go none knows; probably the seizing of Mary and
the crown for Darnley lay at the back of it. Mary had only
Bothwell and the new Earl of Huntly faithful to her; against
her many: the Douglas brood, Ruthven and Morton;
nobles full of hate for an Italian upstart; Lethington, now
left in the cold and jealous; Lennox, angered that his son
was slighted over the crown; and her despicable husband
screwing his courage up with much liquor. The con-
spirators signed an agreementx to support Darnley; he was
to secure them against the consequences " for whatsoever
crime ", and they were to have their religion established
" conform to Christ's Book ".
On the evening of 12th March Darnley came into Mary's
Murder of room at Holyroodhouse; behind, Ruthven, Morton, and
d* other plotters; Rizzio clung pitifully to Mary's skirt. There
was a scuffle in which the supper-table fell, and Rizzio was
dragged out, and dispatched by many stabs; the body was
thrown down the stairs, Darnley's dagger, which had been
used by George Douglas, sticking in it.
No political murder is more stamped with horror, nothing
is more amazing than the skill with which Mary got the
better of the murderers. In two days she had won over
Darnley, had spoken of amnesty, and had persuaded him
to escape with her to Dunbar. Her friends joined her;
Bothwell brought in men, and the murderers scattered to seek
safety. Mary's son was born in June, and all the summer
she was talking of reconciliation; but she had not forgotten.
In October another agreement was signed by very much the
same set of plotters, this time against Darnley, though
nothing was specified. In January, 1567, he fell ill of small-
Murder of pox at Glasgow. When he was recovering, Mary visited
-o*- him and brought him back with her to the Kirk-o'-Field,
<58) an old monastic house then just outside Edinburgh.2 Here
she visited him, going there for the last time on 9th February;
1 The plot was very widely known.   Randolph, the English envoy, reported
it to Cecil three days before the murder
* The site is now occupied by the University buildings.